
Organisations can host larger groups in indoor venues (such  
as a band room) but must ensure COVID secure regulations 
are followed for social distancing and a risk assessment  

is in place. Rehearsals cannot take place in private homes 
and gardens and should always take place outside  

where possible. The host is both responsible and liable for  
the rehearsal. There are no set limits on the numbers who  
can be involved in planned non-professional activity however,  
the space requirements are likely to be the limiting factor.

Organisations can host larger groups in outdoor 
spaces but must ensure COVID secure regulations  

are followed for social distancing and a risk 
assessment is in place. Rehearsals cannot take 

place in private gardens. The organisation is both 
responsible and liable for the rehearsal. There are  
no set limits on the numbers who can be involved  
in planned non-professional activity however, the 

space requirements are likely to be the limiting factor.

You can rehearse indoors or outdoors following social 
distancing. A risk assessment must be in place. Activity 
can take place in venues, homes or private gardens.

BBE guide to running a rehearsal that complies with DCMS guidance* for the Performing Arts

The gathering is  
against the law.

Within an 
organisation

Does your rehearsal have  
six or fewer players?

≤6

You can rehearse indoors or 
outdoors. It is best practice  
to have a risk assessment in 
place, but not mandatory.

Is your rehearsal indoors or outdoors?

See risk assessment #3

No formal 
organisation 

Does your rehearsal have  
six or fewer players?

What type of group are you?

Are you a group providing youth activities for under 18’s?
Are you in an  

area designated 
a medium  
(tier 1) risk?

YES

YES

In areas of high (tier 2) and very high  
(tier 3) risk you are able to rehearse 

but you must take extra steps to ensure 
‘mingling’ does not take place between 
households as the rule of six doesn’t 

apply. This is particularly important when 
arriving and leaving a venue. The BBE risk 
assessments have been written so that this 
is the case at all levels regardless of the 

relevant tier in the interests of safety. 

NO NO

6+

≤6 6+

See risk assessment #4

Risk  
assessment  

#2

Risk  
assessment  

#1

or

Risk  
assessment  

#2

Risk  
assessment  

#1

or

Areas designated high (tier 2) 
or very high (tier 3) risk

*Guidance based on bands rehearsing in England. Please see local guidance should your planned rehearsal be outside England or in an area with local restrictions. Correct as of 01/02/20.

If you are in any doubt about your band’s permitted activities,  
please contact the BBE team for advice – www.bbe.org.uk

BBE’s Covid  
guidance is  
supported by: 


